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This morning we are going to be in Luke Chapter 12 together.  Please join me there.  Awake 

When He Comes is the title of this morning’s message. 

 

I remember when my family first started attending Bethel Grace back in the early to mid90s.  For 

a while I was sitting toward the back on the south-west portion of the sanctuary.  I remember 

trying to pay attention to the sermon and every single week about ten minutes into the sermon, 

there was a man on the other side of the sanctuary who would begin sawing logs.  He was 

snoring!   

 

Week in and week out he was falling so deep into sleep.  If my memory serves me correctly, this 

went on for a couple of months.  His snoring was not like a grizzly bear kind of snore, but it 

sounded like a muffled buzz saw.  Even as a young man, I was shaking my head asking if he was 

serious.  Dude!  Get more sleep on Saturday night.  It went on and on. 

 

I remember that, and it is kind of a picture for me and maybe you of how so many church people 

can walk through life snoozing, asleep to the things of the Lord; even asleep in the Light. 

 

The glory of the Lord in what He has made is around us at all times…   

There is spiritual warfare taking place…  (We know it to be so.)   

The instruction of God is being given and coming forth from His Word… 

 

Yet we snooze, and we walk so much of our lives not being alert to the realities of the Kingdom 

of God which has come into this world through the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

As I read through the pages of Scripture and as I reflect on what is there, it seems that the people 

of God have been dealing with spiritual drowsiness all through the ages.  You can see the 

fainting fits, even going all the way back to the pages of Genesis where we find the man of God 

Noah passed out, intoxicated in his tent.  He was inebriated with alcohol.  At that very moment, 

he was totally without thought to the astonishing deliverance that was granted to him and his 

family.   

 

We heard about Samson this morning in the Gospel Project class.  You can find in the pages of 

Judges how Samson was asleep with his head in the lap of Delilah, without thought to the 

dangers of sexual immorality. 

 

You can go forward and behold Jonah the prophet.  But where was he found?  At the bottom of 

the boat, a boat that was going anywhere but Nineveh.  He was fast asleep when he was called by 

God to be about the gracious work of calling sinners to repentance.   
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You can even go into the New Testament, to the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus called Peter 

and His disciples three times to keep watch and pray.  Jesus came back each time to find the 

disciples fast asleep even after Jesus asked them to be calling on the Lord 

 

You can even go into the book of Acts where you will find the story of a young man named 

Eutychus who fell asleep while the Apostle Paul was teaching and preaching, and fell out the 

window.  I kind of give Eutychus a pass because it says that Paul preached on and on and on into 

the night.  But, still, this was the Apostle Paul filled with the Holy Spirit and this young man fell 

asleep in the service. 

 

You can go into the text that we have been studying in recent weeks in Luke Chapter 12, and any 

of us can be like the man depicted in the Parable of the Rich Fool.  This man was so focused on 

worldly wealth and so busy managing his resources that he was asleep to the realities of the 

Living God.   

 

Moving in what we studied last week together on Jesus’ section on worry, we could be like those 

reaping ravens or those laboring lilies, worried and asking if there is going to be enough—are we 

going to be okay.  We become so wearied with anxiety that we become sleepy to the realities of 

Christ and His Kingdom and what He wants to do in us and through us. 

 

This is something that afflicts all of us.  Any of us can fall asleep like any of them in any of these 

ways.  Praise God that through faith in Jesus Christ, as we turn to Him in contrition sin is 

forgiven.  But we still have the residue of sin lingering in us and it will make us sleepy to the 

things that we should be wide awake to. 

 

Praise God that Jesus gives grace.  Praise God that He ministers to us by His Spirit through His 

Word.  I pray that by His grace, we would be wakened, that we would be more lively than we 

were coming in here today as Jesus speaks truth to us, because He wants us to be awake.   

 

As we continue this morning in the Gospel of Luke Chapter 12, we enter into a portion of the 

Lord’s teaching about the Second Coming of Christ.  Almost out of nowhere Jesus began 

speaking about His return to this earth a second time.  He wants to find His people alert and 

focused when He comes.  He wants us to be awake while we wait for Him to come back, serving 

His Kingdom as we wait. 

 

Let’s look at what is before us.  Luke Chapter 12 and Verses 35 through 40.  Jesus said: 

 
35

Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 
36

and be like men who are 

waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 

open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks.  
37

Blessed are those 

servants whom the master finds awake when he comes.  Truly, I say to you, he will 

dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve 

them.  
38

If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, 

blessed are those servants!  
39

But know this, that if the master of the house had 

known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be 
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broken into.  
40

You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 

do not expect.” 

 

To keep His people spiritually alert, Jesus gives us The Parable of the Returning Master.  At the 

heart of this text is the biblical doctrine of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  Christ has come 

into the world once.  He came in mercy to provide atonement for sin.   

 

The teaching of Scripture is that Jesus Christ is coming again.  He is coming in power and in 

glory.  He will judge all unrepentant sin and He will establish His Kingdom visibly and 

gloriously, to be with His people forevermore. 

 

Jesus likens His return in this text to a wealthy man returning from a wedding party.  In the 

customs of Israel that wedding party could have gone on for some time.  Sometimes the wedding 

party would have lasted a full day into the night.  Sometimes the wedding feasts, they went on 

two or three days.  Sometimes they even went a whole week, a bigtime celebration would go on! 

 

Jesus said that this master was going to come back, and he could come back in the daytime, in 

the evening, or he may come in the middle of the night.  But the big question of this text is: how 

will he find his household staff when he comes back?  Will they be ready?  Will they be awake?   

 

Will they be ready to open the door to him, or is he going to come back to a house that is 

darkened with servants slumbering?  Even worse, is he going to come back to a house that is full 

of folly, with servants misbehaving in terrible ways?  We will see that in next week’s text.   

 

What is Jesus going to find when He comes back?  Jesus is saying, Be like good servants.  Be 

men who are ready and waiting at all times for that moment when he comes.  Be women who are 

anxious for him to come back so that when he does, you can swing the doors open and welcome 

him. 

 

Then it will be a great occasion as depicted here in this text.  Jesus wants us to be people awake, 

knowing that He is coming back and when He comes back, it is not a threatening thing, but it is a 

happy thing, because by the grace of God carried by the Spirit, we are longing for that day.  We 

are serving with that day in view.  Jesus wants us to be awake!   

 

However, here is the thing:  It is so easy for us to fall asleep in any of the ways that was 

mentioned in the introduction to this sermon.  As Christians, we are forgiven of sin.  Praise God 

for that.  Once for all!  But we still have the lingering presence of the sin nature that we deal 

with.   

 

There are times when the sin nature within us is like living life with a cold and trying to medicate 

ourselves with Nyquil.  I don’t like using Nyquil.  I fall asleep when I use it but then I am still 

sleepy until after noon the next day.  There is a sluggishness that can be about us because of our 

fallenness. 
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We need the grace of Jesus to forgive us for not being awake like we ought to be to the glory of 

God.  We need the power and the grace of Jesus to fill us, and that we might be empowered.  By 

the Holy Spirit, Jesus has something better, even better than caffeine.  It is the Holy Spirit that 

will keep us awake as we say, Lord, I need to you so badly.  I need you that I don’t fall asleep 

and fall into folly.  Jesus gives us this text for that purpose.  The Word of God is living and 

active.  It is full of God’s gracious working.  

 

I want to probe this text a little bit deeper.  We have kind of described the essence of the Parable 

of the Returning Master, but here are two unexpected twists in the story.  These twists, they 

instruct our hearts and I pray that they fill us with divine perspective as well. 

 

First, there is a gracious twist.  It is amazing and we may ask if we are really seeing this picture 

in front of us.  Then there is an alarming twist and it should rattle the cage a little bit and wake us 

up.   

 

Let’s look at these two twists that come in the story of the Parable of the Returning Master.  To 

help us stay awake for His coming, Jesus first gave: 

 

1. A gracious twist in the story (12:37-38) 

 

See it with me as we look at what it says in Verses 37 and 38: 

 
37

Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes.  Truly… 

 

No lie here.  Jesus never tells lies, but sometimes He precedes statements with the word truly 

because they are so mind-blowing.  This is for real, people.  Truly! 

 

Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, 

and he will come and serve them.  
38

If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, 

and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 

 

Such an amazing picture is being presented to us here.  The master comes home in the middle of 

the night and he finds his servants awake, fully clothed.  The house is lit.  The candles are 

burning.  Maybe there is a welcome banner hanging somewhere on the wall.  These servants are 

eager for their master to come back.  They want him to be blessed.  They greet him with an open 

door, telling him they have been waiting for him.  They welcome him in. 

 

This master is so delighted upon his arrival to find them faithful and ready that he can hardly 

contain his joy and He had them sit down at the table.  He had them recline.  He had them taking 

it easy while He served them the meal that they were preparing for Him. 

 

That is a huge turnaround!  That is a gracious turnaround.  Verse 37 says that He will dress 

himself for action, for service.  That is the second time that language of dressing for service is 

used here.  The image that is there is a girding up the loins.   
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Men back then wore long and flowing gowns, which made it difficult to do certain forms of labor 

or to run.  So, when men had to be really active, they lifted their gown up above their knees, 

wrapped it around and tucked in in, and suddenly they were wearing shorts that created mobility. 

 

The master came in and found girded loins, ready to serve him and he was so blessed by their 

faithfulness that he turned it around and told them no, that he would serve them.  The master of 

the house girded up his loins to serve the servants!?!  This kind of thing was unheard of.   

 

But even greater still and more astonishing is the eternal reality that this represents.  This is 

eschatology here, talking about something to come at some point in the future where God blesses 

His people by serving them in this way.  What?!?  It is amazing. 

 

Our hearts and minds may go to the upper room when Jesus determined that He was going to 

wash the feet of His disciples.  Peter opposed this action and told Jesus he would not wash his 

feet.  When it comes to this great End Times event, we will also be hesitant, knowing that we are 

to serve Him.  Perhaps God will then insist on it. 

 

This is looking well beyond that night in the upper room where Jesus washed His disciple’s feet.  

This is an End Time issue.  Jesus was looking off to His return.   

 

What we find in the pages of Scripture in both the Old and New Testaments is that there is a 

great day of celebration that is coming for the people of God, those saved by grace, those even 

found faithful by the working of His Spirit in them by grace.  This Great Wedding Supper of the 

Lamb is going to be a celebration and the Lord is going to serve His people.   What?  It is 

astonishing. 

 

This week, I was with the Facebook Reading Group going through the teaching of the prophecy 

of Isaiah.  There is a picture of this great banquet in Chapter 25.  I read out of our passage for 

this morning, and I read the passage in Isaiah and was excited because it all comes together.  It is 

such an amazing picture. 

 

Isaiah 25 and Verses 6 through 9: 
6
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7
And he will swallow up on this mountain 

the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

the veil that is spread over all nations. 
8
He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, 

and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

for the LORD has spoken. 
9
It will be said on that day, 

“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 

This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
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We have this great vision of future glory and comfort for the people of God.  Some of you have 

read through the book of Revelation will recognize these words of God wiping away the tears 

from the faces of His people.  Here it is in the context of a feast that the Lord is going to prepare.  

It is amazing.   

 

If we can just recover from our shock that it says that the Lord will serve fine wine, and look at 

the even greater shock that is found in this text—the Lord of hosts will make for all the nations 

of the earth a feast of rich food.  The Lord is preparing a feast that He is going to serve.  This is 

the great and glorious God.  There is no one like Him, yet as we see through the ministry of Jesus 

Christ, He condescends to serve us. 

 

To be sure, He is God and we are not.  Throughout all eternity, we will be serving His Holy 

Name and His purposes.  But what a picture this is of astonishing grace where God blesses His 

people in this way.  Jesus gives us this picture of the master being so kind to the servants to wake 

us up, to get it in our hearts the things that we in Christ have to look forward to, that we might 

understand this mercy.  

 

 Maybe even go so far as having inspiration by the Spirit to tell others about this same mercy that 

we have received.  Jesus wants to wake us up, so He gave us this astonishing and gracious 

picture that is here for us in the parable.  This is a gracious twist in the story to help make us 

alert.   

 

I remember when I was a kid.  It was such a big and exiting thing when mom would take us to 

Disneyland.  Typically, Dad was at work, and I am not even sure if he knew mom was pulling us 

out of school so that we could go to Disneyland.  I remember that when we were going to 

Disneyland the next day, I would be in bed with my eyes wide open.  I could not fall asleep 

because I was so excited for what was to come. 

 

Friends, there is something far better than the so-called Magic Kingdom.  There is the eternal 

glorious Kingdom that Jesus by grace brings us into as we come to Him in faith, forgiven and 

clothed in His righteousness.  I pray for the work of the Holy Spirit to do what no man can do 

and make it so that our hearts are quickened and livened with an eternal perspective that Jesus is 

trying to give to us with His gracious twist in this story. 

 

We continue.  There is more here for us to see.  This is the gracious twist in the story, but next 

we get to see: 

 

2. An alarming twist in the story (12:39-40) 

 

Just like an alarm clock is meant to wake us up, I think this is also what this text is to do.  As we 

move forward into the next verses, we have the same picture of a household, but the characters 

get switched around.   
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Surprisingly, as we look at what is here, the Lord is no longer portraying Himself as the master 

of the house but for the sake of the parable, He is portraying Himself as a thief in the night.  

Hello!  Wake up!  Let’s look at what He says in Verse 39: 

 
39

But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief 

was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into.  
40

You also must be 

ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

 

To me it is absolutely fascinating that Jesus compares His coming to the coming of a thief in the 

night.  I think that this carries meaning for us on at least two levels.  First, it is to convey the fact 

that His Second Coming is going to be unexpected.  Most people on this earth are not tuned into 

this reality, but it is going to be such an unexpected event—like a shock! 

 

If somebody is going to rob a house, it would not be the smartest thing for that thief to send the 

owners of the house a text message telling them what time he is coming.  No, you case the house 

and find when the owners are going to be away.  If the thief told you when he was coming, you 

would be prepared by having weapons and people ready. 

 

But you don’t know when the thief is coming, and nobody knows the day nor the hour of the 

Lord’s return.  It cracks me up that with the clear teaching that no one knows the day or the hour, 

we still get people who predict the day and the time.  What might even be more surprising is that 

there are people that believe them!  The Lord is going to come at an unexpected time. 

 

Not only does the thief in the night imagery help us to understand that the Lord is coming at a 

time we do not know, but in addition to that, the imagery of a thief in the night introduces a note 

of danger.  The break-in of a thief is a threat.  Some of you have had your homes broken into and 

know what a menacing thing that is. 

 

Yet, a half dozen times, Scripture likens the return of Christ to a thief coming in the night.  It is 

here in Luke Chapter 12.  It is in II Peter 3:10.  It is twice in the book of Revelation—Chapter 

3:3 and Chapter 16:15.  It is also found twice in I Thessalonians Chapter 5.  These passages tell 

us that He is coming back, and He is coming back like a thief. 

 

Here is what is says in I Thessalonians 5 and Verses 1 and 2 

 
1
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have 

anything written to you.  
2
For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the 

Lord will come like a thief in the night. 

 

In this text, we have what mirrors what we just read in the Gospel of Luke.  Here we have this 

language of a thief coming in the night.  What this conveys to us is that the return of Christ is not 

going to be a welcome event to a very large segment of the human race. 
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Depending on the condition of the person’s heart, the thought of the return of Christ and the 

actual experience of it, it will go one way or the other.  For those who are in Christ and who have 

the Holy Spirit filling their lives, the thought of Christ coming back is so very welcome. Amen!  

Maranatha!  Come soon, Lord!   

 

However, for the one who is not walking in Christ, the thought of the Great Messiah coming in 

judgement is a threatening thought.  It is an alarming thought.  That is the point.  The thought 

should be upsetting so that they can repent and be found among those who are actually looking 

forward to the return of Christ. 

 

Continuing in I Thessalonians 5 and Verses 3 through 6 it says 

 
3
While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction 

will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not 

escape.  
4
But you are not in darkness, brothers and sisters, for that day to surprise 

you like a thief.  
5
For you are all children of light, children of the day.  We are not of 

the night or of the darkness.  
6
So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep 

awake and be sober. 

 

King Jesus is coming back to this world.  He is going to come back, and it is going to be with a 

display of His spectacular power and might.  He is going to enter into this world and all the 

worldly structures of ungodliness and power that seems so imposing to us now as they produce 

false forms of peace that are established in principals of ungodliness will be dealt with. 

 

King Jesus is coming back.  Read the book of Revelation.  Jesus is going to lay waste to the 

sinful structures of this world.  It is going to be awesome.  We are going to marvel as we see 

Him do this.  We are going to see justice come and see the righteousness of our King.  We are 

going to see the righteousness of His cause in His judgement.   

 

We are going to marvel, saying amen because Jesus always does what is right and what is fair 

and what is good and what is perfect.  When Jesus comes back with judgment, we are going to 

know that it is an awesome thing that He is doing.  Our hearts will say that Jesus is King and 

Lord!  

 

Jesus came into this world the first time on a mission of mercy to save.  He is going to come 

back, and He is going to come back as Judge.  He came the first time as the Gentle Lamb that 

was slain for our sins.  He is going to come back as the Roaring Lion.  Make no mistake about it.  

He is going to bring an empire of purity and righteousness and love and happiness and holiness 

that no sin will ever taint throughout all eternity.  It is going to be an amazing thing. 

 

The judgement that Christ will bring in the future is akin to the judgment that He experienced 

upon Himself in the past.  God is holy and He is grieved and offended by sin.  It is serious.  Jesus 

went to the cross in mercy and in love, and He took our sin somehow into and upon Himself, 

where waves of divine judgement were poured out on Him as a substitute, that He might save 

sinners, that He might be just and the justifier of the ungodly, because the price is paid.  
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Believers are purified and given the Holy Spirit.  They have hearts that repent and seek after the 

ways of the Living God. 

 

We need to be shielded in the saving grace that was accomplished at the cross of Jesus Christ so 

that we will not face the judgment that our sin deserves on that day and on the days that come 

after it.  Jesus is an awesome Savior and we are going to see His power.   

 

I Thessalonians and Verse 6 

 
6
So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 

 

Blessed are those servants whom the Master finds awake when He comes.  This is by the work of 

the Holy Spirit.  I can’t just say, Jeff, gather yourself and wake up, buddy.  Slap.  Slap.  Slap.  

Rather, it has to be the Spirit of Jesus.  I need Him to keep me lit.  To keep my eyes open.  To 

keep me awake.  It is not about me.  It is about Jesus filling me.  Keep me awake, O Lord.  Keep 

we awake! 

 

Let us live our lives like we were on the day of our driver’s test.  Do you remember that day?  I 

remember as a sixteen-year-old over at the Bellflower DMV.  The driving instructor was sitting 

next to me, and I was alert that day!  My hands were properly positioned on the steering wheel.  I 

used the indicator lever well in advance of a turn.  I kept looking at the rearview and side 

mirrors, being cautious. 

 

We need to be those who are alert and awake.  I was so alert and awake for that test because I 

was so looking forward to what would be coming later on that day—set free, driving dad’s truck 

without dad sitting next to me.  Dad, the very guy who is even more scrutinizing that than driver 

test man! I was going to be driving around in that truck that first day. 

 

We keep alert but we do so based on the visions of grace and power that our God is an awesome 

God and He is preparing things for us that are unthinkable.  We can’t even search out how the 

glory of His Kingdom is going to be.  May the Lord light us up and wake us up and keep us from 

being the sluggards of the book of Proverbs, with eyes on Jesus, walking in the power of His 

Spirit.   

 

Let’s close in a word of prayer asking that He fills our hearts with joy at the prospect of His 

return. 

 

 

 


